2011 - Pattaya’s year
of the landmark towers

Star architect Mario Kleff to build The Touch® as another landmark on Pratumnak Hill
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Within recent years Mario Kleff has provided Pattaya with many innovative design

solutions, such as extreme long-span construction for residential buildings. Also

he has introduced cellular beam engineering and designed street supercars and

street superbikes.

He holds the record for the most architectural designs submitted by a single

business and approved by City Hall. In 2011, he will start construction of a new

extreme engineering design — The Touch®, high-rise condominium with a 25-

metre span between columns.
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he eight-storey condominium block,

T for so long the bedrock of the housing
construction market here in Pattaya, is

now an endangered species. Changes to building

regulations now in the pipeline will mean they

are no more attractive to developers than larger,

more ambitious projects and, as a result, Pattaya is

likely to grow up rather than out in 2011.
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Those are the thoughts of Mario Kleff, star
architect and CEO of the Wandeegroup, which
already holds the record for the highest number
of condominium projects approved for a single
business by the planning authorities in Pattaya.
It’s a record that’s likely to remain unchallenged
as developers in the heart of town look to the

skies rather than the safe, largely unexciting
elght storey condo block.
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By way of example, Mario points to
Banglamung where since July 2010 projects with
more than 10 rooms have required environmental
impact assessments. The effect will be to reduce
the attractiveness of such projects to developers
and consequently lead to a drop in the number
being submitted for approval.
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Star architect Mario Kleff loves
a high-performance lifestyle
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© From Page 74

“2011 is going to be the
year of the landmark tower,”
Mario told REm. “It’s going to
be a very successful year for
everyone with construction
starting on many of the
projects which have been
on the back-burner during
2010 and a number of new
ones starting. Several mega
projects will begin at Jomtien,
Pratamnak Hill, Cosy Beach
and Wong-Amat and most of
the big developers, including
Matrix, the Nova Group, the
Vistas Group and Heights
Holdings with their iconic
W-Tower, designed by star
architect Mario Kleff, will
build high-rise apartments.”
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A significant addition to
that list is Mario Kleff himself
who plans to start construction
on his own 30-plus storey
landmark tower block on nearly
two rai of land at Pratamnak
overlooking the beach in the
second quarter of the year.
Mario will not only be the
architect but also the developer,
builder and owner all rolled into
one and, as the market has come
to expect from this innovative
designer, the finished building
will be anything but a
conventional one.
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Named ‘The Touch ®
as a result of the nature of
the interactive, touch-screen
technology employed on the
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project, the building will feature
two huge granite columns
between long girder beams will
make it possible to incorporate
25-metre wide open spaces on
each floor. The entire building
will be clad in blue glass,
reflecting the colour of the ocean,
and will feature upwards of 60
units, including a three-storey
penthouse. The lower floors
will each be divided into three
studios, the middle floors into two
apartments and the upper floors
will each comprise single units.
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In another radical departure
from normal practice, The
Touch® will not be sold off plan.

“I want people to see what they
are actually buying; to be able
to walk from room to room and
to see the quality of finishing,”
said Mario. “I don’t want them
to make the decision to buy
based on artist’s impressions

in a brochure or pictures

on a computer screen, so, if
necessary, I am prepared to build
the entire project before selling a
single unit. I have the finance in
place to enable me to do this.
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“As most people know,
I have strong views about
developers delivering what
they have promised their
customers (see REn No 113,
October 2010) and so it is time
for me to put my money where
my mouth is. This building will
be my statement to Pattaya, not
only in architectural terms but
also in terms of my customer
service philosophy.”
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The real estate business in
Pattaya is set to enter 2011 with a
greater sense of optimism than at
any time during the last five years.
In July 2009, Mario Kleff went on
record in REm saying: “I believe
the crisis here in town will not end
before the middle of next year.
However, we are tremendously
excited over the prospect of a
coming real estate boom and we are
preparing for it.”
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The Touch®

High-rise condominium by Mario Kleff
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As Mario predicted, the
green shoots of recovery are
beginning to show through.
“Certain developers now
have the finance in place and
thousands of units are being
planned,” he said. “These will
fuel the market and create an
atmosphere of optimism.”
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All well and good, but where
are the customers comlng from?
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“The customer base is going
through a period of significant
change,” Mario said. “The Thai

market is becoming increasingly
more important, partly because
of the strength of the baht and
partly because more and more
Thais are coming to Pattaya at
the weekends to escape Bangkok
for a few days. Many of them are
looking for places to rent or even
buy as holiday homes.
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“I believe that Thai buyers
will lead the market for the
next two years. While the
western European market will
remain depressed because
of the economic woes in that
region, the Russian market will
strengthen further because the
Russian economy hasn’t been
hit in quite the same way.”
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Another factor likely to have
an effect on the market is the
growing influence of South Korean
and Chinese investors. “This has
largely come about as the result of
tourism,” said Mario, “and I believe
we are going to see the Koreans
and Chinese come here, not just as
buyers but also as developers. The
Asian market as a whole is going to
be very strong in Pattaya
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Mario’s approach to building
design, and in particular
his extreme engineering
solutions, has recently earned
him a recommendation for
an honorary doctorate in
architecture and engineering
from Thailand’s Authority.

This, in turn, will lead to a
return to the academic world

as a lecturer, so it may be that
the future generation of Thai
architects may incorporate the
Mario Kleff approach elsewhere
in Thailand.
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Star architect Mario Kleff
has taken his place in the
league of real estate developers
and with his first presentation
The Touch®, Mario will show
his ability to deliver promises.
More information http://www.
facebook.com/thailand.architect
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http://www.facebook.com/thailand.architect
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